
“”Without Chris, the Hub wouldn’t be unique
and without the seed money from Working
for Women, we wouldn’t have been able to
hire Chris and launch the Hub” 

Ibie Hart
Director of Business 
Development, 
Women Employed

Invest in pathways for women’s
economic growth:
WE ENTREPRENUERIAL HUB

CASE STUDY

Collaborating with partners and women
business owners, Women Employed (WE)
created the Women’s Entrepreneurship Hub
(WE Hub)—the first statewide
entrepreneurship hub serving women in
Illinois. 

The Women’s Entrepreneurship Hub website
leverages what is already in existence and
makes business resources accessible for
women who lack access. The goal is to
shift the distribution of resources by co-
locating business resources from around
the state into one portal made specifically
for women in low or unpaid work and Black
and Latina/x women in Illinois. 

P R O J E C T  D E S C R I P T I O N

Streamline the pathway to business
ownership for women in Illinois to enhance
their economic security with a particular
focus on those engaged in low or unpaid
work, as well as Black and Latina/x women..

O B J E C T I V E

W4W provided the initial seed funding of
$20,000 in March 2022 that enabled WE to
raise the additional funds and support
needed to create the WE Hub.

W 4 W  R O L E

The WE Hub is the first statewide tool
created by and for women in Illinois. It
curates the plethora of statewide
resources into one trusted, accessible
location. https://wehub.org/ 

W4W’s funding was instrumental in
Women Employed's collaboration with
Chris Mickens, Creative Technical
Director at Educo Web Design.
Mickens, a black woman, brought her
design skills and business experience
to create a unique digital tool that
caters to women entrepreneurs. 

To date, the WE Hub has over 500
users and features over 200
resources, including funding
opportunities, legal and business
development support from over 75
partners. It provides members with
access to a supportive community
that helps them achieve their goals.  

I M P A C T

www.workingforwomen.org

https://wehub.org/
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